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 1. Watch the video “How the stock market works.” Write an outline of its content. 
 
 2. Read the article “What makes a stock go up or down?” 
 

2.1. What are the main functions of the Fed in the United States? How do its decisions affect the stock market? 

2.2. Describe the economic indicators mentioned in the text, including the foreign exchange market, and explain why 
each of them is significant for the investor. 

2.3. Add expressions from the article to the corresponding columns of the following table: 
 

change no change upward trend downward trend adjectives adverbs 

fluctuate 
vary 

stay the same 
remain at… 
not change 
be unchanged 

improve 
soar 
rocket 
leap 
climb 
surge 
reach a high 

decrease 
decline 
worsen 
sink 
drop 
slip back 
dip 
plunge 
dwindle 
reduction 
reach a low 

spectacular 
dramatic 
substantial 
significant 
major 
sudden 
sharp 
steep 
marked 
steady 
consistent 
gradual 
modest 
minor 
slight 
marginal 
minimal 
slow 
overall 
upward 
downward 
unpredictable 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADJ + ly 
upwards 
downwards 

 
 3. Watch the video “What are stock market bulls vs bears?” Summarize it in no more than 50 words. 
 
 4. Find some information about the following stock market indices: Dow Jones Industrial Average, S&P 500, Wilshire 

5000, Nasdaq Composite Index, and Russell 2000. 
 
 5. Add at least 50 new words to your glossary. Remember that your minimum goal should be 200 words by the end of 

the module. 
 
 
 


